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Applegate Fire Chief Fillis to retire

~

~

Celebrating
Years

BY SANDY SHAFFER

Alas, after 20 years as our fire chief,
Brett Fillis is retiring! Yup, at the end of
March he and his wife Connie will head
to Baja, so I sat down with him recently
to pick his brain one last time.
I got to know Brett in 2001 when
the Applegate Partnership & Watershed
Council received a grant to write the
first community fire plan in the nation.
A long-time resident of the Applegate,
Chief Fillis saw the value of a communitybased plan and was one of our strongest
supporters, actively participating through
every level of the plan’s development and
implementation. To this day, very few
local fire chiefs have played as active a role
in their community’s fire preparedness
as our chief.
History lesson: Brett got his
first fire truck at age two. When he was
five or six, he tried to fix the babysitter’s
lighter, accidentally setting the family’s
garage on fire. When he was 16, he was
invited to attend “drill night” at Rogue
River Fire District, got hooked, and
started taking college classes at night
to get his fire science degree. He was
hired by Valley Fire Service (now RuralMetro) immediately after graduating
high school.
When Brett was hired in 1995 as
our fire chief, there were five fire stations,
the apparatus/engines were very “used,”
volunteer firefighters were handed used
gear, and training was hit-and-miss.

SAVE THE DATE!
The Applegater’s
Annual
Summer Soirée
●

Saturday, June 25, 6 to 9 pm
Schmidt Family Vineyards
●

Join us for dinner, wine,
live music by
The Evening Shades,
and silent auction.
●

Watch for more details
on our Facebook page.

District constituents’
ISO property insurance
rating levels were at
seven (10 being the
worst).
Twenty years
later the district has
seven stations, which
lowered ISO rating
levels to six (meaning
lower homeowner
insurance rates for
c o n s t i t u e n t s ) . We
Chief Fillis, with wife Connie, received a Certificate of
Commendation
from the Oregon Fire Chiefs’ Association in 2004.
also have a fleet of 27
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updated and specialized
engines and vehicles,
top-quality air packs,
medical and rescue
equipment, and over
40 academy-trained
volunteers, all with their
own sets of gear!
Quite a change,
so I asked Brett what
his “strong suit” was—
what enabled him to
be successful in making
An advocate of real training scenarios, Fire Chief Fillis
so many improvements
watches over a prescribed fire-burn training exercise.
to the district? He said
it was because he could not accept that under one fire district’s jurisdiction. Our
“this is the way it is.” (His favorite word firefighters need to be multi-skilled here
as a kid was “why?”) He felt his ability to in the Applegate, and we’ve benefitted
“color outside the box” helped him find greatly from the fact that Brett and
creative and economical solutions to the Chief Dan Petersen (Fire District #3)
unique challenges our fire district faced. developed the first minimum 40-hour
And unique we are, with homes, training curriculum for southern Oregon
mobile home parks, businesses, farms, in 1982!
wildland-urban interface residences,
Chief Fillis also has very
campgrounds, and recreational sites all good financial sense. Our fire

Grow with respect

BY JAKOB SHOCKEY

So you’ve moved to the Applegate
with plans to “grow” this year. You’re
from Florida, New York, or Texas,
and you’ve rented a house with some
old pastureland or with a place for a
greenhouse. Maybe you’re on a hillside
and plan to clear out that manzanita and
bulldoze some terraces. The green-rush is
on, and even though the local market is
flooded, your get-rich endeavor doesn’t
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really depend on the Oregon market
anyway, does it? So while we are being
real with each other, let me give you some
neighborly and honest advice on how to
be respectful of this watershed and its
community.
Generally, Applegaters tend
to beat around the bush in a
conversation if it’s an uncomfortable
topic. I’m not going to do that here.

Chief Fillis believes in recruiting
firefighters at an early age.

district now utilizes a five-year financial
planning system, which is supported by
constituents and funded through levies.
Our multi-talented fire staff pitches in to
refurbish engines to fit our district’s long,
narrow driveways, whether it be for a
wildfire or a medical call. They also write
grants for new equipment, help build
and repair stations, and service vehicles
in-house! Chief Fillis feels that being
fiscally ‘frugal’ as a district, as patrons,
as employees, and as volunteers is our
strongest asset.
I asked Brett which single part of
this job he most enjoyed, and, if you
know him, you’re not surprised by his
response. He’s a people person; he loved
meeting the district’s patrons, assisting us
to work through the county permitting
process for new home development,
and also helping us to achieve our fuelreduction goals.
See CHIEF FILLIS, page 11

Following are some of the
things that people are thinking,
but few will say to your face.
If you are putting in a grow and plan
to water it, get a water right. That’s what
everybody else has to do, and many of
our creeks can barely balance the legal
irrigation draws with fish and wildlife
needs during the summer without the
additional burden of your Honda pump.
And please, don’t illegally use your
household well for your irrigation needs.
It’s not an endless supply down there in
See RESPECT, page 24
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Look who’s reading the Gater Add to this community and
Take us with you on your next trip. Then send your favorite
“Reading the Gater”photo to gater@applegater.org or
mail to Applegater, P.O. Box 14, Jacksonville, OR 97530.
Photos will appear as space allows.

Photos, clockwise from top left:
—Famished, Diana Coogle searched
the Gater for the best place to dive
for trout at Lago di Garda near
Verona, Italy.
—John Taylor found the bronze
landmark, Manneken Pis, in
Brussels, Belgium, with help from the
Applegater’s GPS.
—Linda Yates wisely chose the Gater
over Paris’s Louvre Museum in her
quest for world-famous antiquities.

place while you are here

■ RESPECT
Continued from page 1
the ground, and all your neighbors have
their straws in the same pool. Nobody
likes it when wells run dry—just ask the
folks up Humbug Creek.
While we are on the subject of
water, please make sure you leave plenty
of space between your grow and the
riparian habitat to keep your overpriced
soil amendments from soaking into the
creek. Seriously, nitrogen and creeks don’t
mix well. If you did plant too close to the
creek, don’t cut down the riparian trees
that are “blocking your sun.” It’s rude,
illegal, and those trees are now serving
an important function in filtering up
your fertilizer before it gets to the water.
If you’re building an irrigation
pond, don’t put it along the creek or
river—are you sensing a theme?—as it
will inevitably become a breeding ground
for invasive plants and animals that don’t
play well with the local aquatic species.
And your irrigation pond could wash out
in a high-water event like we have every
so often, causing a lot of erosion, not
to mention the loss of your investment.
If you are concerned about rodents,
erect raptor poles around your grow
instead of using d-CON or any other
anticoagulant rodenticides (ARs). Simply
drive three- to six-inch wood poles into
the ground with a height of around 15
feet. Add an 18-inch crosspiece at the
top for a perch, made from two-inch
thick wood, and orientate to an eastwest direction so that it’s more visible in

low light. These artificial raptor perches
are used all over the world to help keep
rodents out of large-scale plantings. You
provide a safe vantage point for the hawk,
and she eats your mice and voles. What
a deal! The problem is, if any of those
rodents have tasted an AR in the last nine
days, your hawk will die, too. So get your
neighbors to pack up the poison, too.
Finally, some general
suggestions for getting along:
Don’t call yourself a farmer. It’s
hurtful to the people actually growing
food in this valley for a thousand times
less money.
Pay your “trimmigrants” a fair wage,
but be aware that many local businesses
can’t afford to offer the same under-thetable $30 an hour. You are making it
harder for everyone else to find labor
during the fall.
Tip the person serving you at the
café, and buy a Britt Festival ticket
instead of trying to cut through the fence.
We all know you have a wad of cash in
all four pockets, so don’t be stingy. Your
buying power is supporting local farmers
and small family restaurants.
In closing, welcome to the
Applegate. It’s a beautiful place to live,
with a diverse community of residents.
Whether you plan on sticking around
and growing some roots, or just making
some money and moving on, I invite
you to add to this community and place
while you are here.
Jakob Shockey • 541-890-9989
jakob@apwc.info

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY!

